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▪ Your Excellency Ms. Jean Kimani, High Commissioner 
of the Republic of Kenya to Botswana; 
 

▪ Honourable Ministers here present; 
 

▪ Your Excellency the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps and 
Ambassador of the Republic of Angola to Botswana, 
Mr. Agostinho Neto; 
 

▪ Your Excellencies Heads of the Diplomatic Missions 

and International Organisations; 
 

▪ Members of the Kenyan Community in Botswana; 
 

▪ Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen;  
 

Good afternoon! 

 
Let me commence my remarks by expressing my profound 

appreciation to be part of this commemorative event marking the 54th 

Anniversary of Independence of the Republic of Kenya. 

 

As you celebrate this historic milestone, allow me to take this 

opportunity, on behalf of the Government and people of the 

Republic of Botswana, to extend our sincere congratulations to 

you, Madam High Commissioner, and through you, to the 

Government and people of the Republic of Kenya. 

 
Let me also take this opportunity to congratulate His 

Excellency President Uhuru Kenyatta on his re-election as 

President of the Republic of Kenya. We are confident that with 
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the renewed mandate, President Kenyatta will continue to 

provide sterling leadership for the advancement of socio-

economic development and prosperity of the people of Kenya. 

 
In a show of brotherliness and fraternal relations, His 

Excellency the President, Lieutenant General Dr. Seretse 

Khama Ian Khama attended President Kenyatta’s inauguration 

ceremony on 28th November 2017.  

 
Your Excellency, as you know, Botswana and Kenya share a 

special bond of friendship and cordial bilateral relations, 

underpinned by our shared values of good governance, 

democracy and the rule of law.  

 
It is also encouraging to note that the relations between our 

two countries have continued to burgeon as manifested by the 

strong collaboration in the critical areas of trade; agriculture; 

health; transport; education, defence; environment and 

natural resources; tourism; culture; and human resource 

development.   

 

I am particularly pleased that of recent there have been 

increased high-level exchange visits between our two 

countries, which served to broaden and deepen the scope of 

our bilateral relations. The State visit to Botswana by 

President Kenyatta in June 2016 is a classic example.  
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Equally important to note is that the private sector of our two 

countries, as represented by Business Botswana and Kenya 

Chamber of Commerce, have formalized their partnership 

through the signing of Memorandum of Understanding on 

Cooperation, during the year 2016. I have no doubt that this 

landmark undertaking will provide the necessary platform for 

the promotion of the much needed trade and investment 

between our two countries. 

 
Our two countries also continue to work together to advance 

our common positions and values at the multilateral fora, 

including at the African Union. This cooperation is crucial in 

our efforts to address the challenges that impede economic 

growth and regional integration of the Continent.  

 
I am confident, Madam High Commissioner, that with Kenya’s 

democratic maturity, the country will be able to move forward 

from the events of the recent election. This is fundamental for 

Kenya’s continued peace and stability, as well as, economic 

prosperity. 

 

Let me seize this opportunity to re-affirm my Government’s 

commitment to continue working closely with your 

Government to further advance our thriving bilateral relations 

for the mutual benefit of our two countries. 
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I wish to conclude my remarks by once again, conveying our 

heartfelt congratulations to the Government and people of the 

Republic of Kenya on their National Day.  

 
Your Excellency, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

May I now ask you to join me in drinking a toast: 

 
▪ to the continued personal good health and happiness of 

His Excellency Mr. Uhuru Kenyatta, President of the 

Republic of Kenya; 

▪ to the continued friendship, solidarity and cooperation 

between Botswana and Kenya; 

▪ to international peace and security. 

 

Asante Sana!!! 

Ke a leboga, I thank you!!! 

Pula!!! 


