
Speech Madaraka Day 2014 

  

STATEMENT BY H.E AMB. JEAN W. KIMANI, HIGH COMMISSIONER OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA 

TO THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA, ON THE OCCASION OF MADARAKA DAY CELEBRATIONS, 

21st June, 2014 

  

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I take this opportunity to warmly welcome you to celebrate our 51st Madaraka Day a 

momentous and glorious day for Kenya which we mark today. Due to conflicting schedules 

we could not hold it on 1st June. 

The theme of this occasion is “Partnering with the Diaspora for improved service delivery 

and promotion of Kenya`s interests”. 

As we commemorate this day 51 years ago on which Kenya attained self rule we pay tribute 

to the many men and women who sacrificed their lives for the freedom that we now enjoy 

as free Kenyans. 

I would like us to observe a moment of silence for those who recently perished in 

Mpeketoni attacks. May the Almighty rest their souls in eternal peace, and Justice be our 

shield and defender. 

  

Fellow Kenyans 

We have made tremendous achievements as a nation since we attained self rule in 1963. 

Notable achievements have been made in education, health, infrastructure development 

among other key sectors. Thanks to the health facilities provided an average Kenyan has 

a higher life expectancy. The child mortality rate has also dropped due to recent initiatives 

by the Jubilee government of free maternal health care. Our economy has continued to 

grow and is expected to grow by 7% in 2014. We take pride in the fact that our Government 

has defended our sovereignty and contributed to peace in our region and in South Sudan, 

the Great Lakes Region and Somalia in particular. 



Through Operation Linda Nchi that was launched in October, 2011 our forces have 

protected our country and brought peace in Somalia despite challenges posed by agents 

of terror. 

  

Fellow Kenyans 

The theme of our day is “Partnering with the diaspora for improved service delivery and 

promotion of Kenya`s interests.” 

From the onset I wish to reiterate that the Government recognizes the role that the 

Diaspora plays in the development of our nation and our vision 2030 recognizes that the 

diaspora is key to driving investments in the sectors of education, financial services, 

health, ICT services, manufacturing and tourism. 

Our Foreign Policy is anchored on five key pillars that characterize our bilateral and muliti-

lateral engagement; peace, Economic, Diaspora, environment and culture. 

Here in Botswana it is our objective to ensure that we provide efficient and effective 

services to our diaspora. 

Among the services; consular services the issuance of passports, and renewals. Later this 

year we expect to roll out the issuance of passports in Botswana. 

I am pleased to note that a few weeks ago we launched the National identity cards for 

Kenyans. I encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity as so far only 120 Kenyans 

have registered. This is not an event but it will be a continous service for Kenyans in 

Botswana. 

Today the mission will also be launching the website which is a practical tool to meet your 

day to day requests as well as provide a platform for our interaction with the Diaspora in 

Botswana. 

Among its key features are; 

• Employment opportunities in Kenya as well as international jobs. I wish to therefore encourage 

you to register and provide as with your skills, expertise and technical know how.We encourage 

you to interact with us through the social platform, twitter, face book and our website. 

• You will also be able to download passport application forms, Birth and death registration 

forms and Voluntary Renuciation of citizenship forms. 



The mission intends to partner with key financial institutions in Kenya to enable you to 

actively participate in various projects in Kenya even at the county level. I note that various 

counties representatives have recently been to Botswana and others will be visiting. It is 

my wish that we use those opportunities to create that dialogue with them and also enable 

you to be part of the development agenda in your county. 

As a mission it is our core responsibility to promote and protect Kenya`s interests in 

Botswana. In this regard I wish to encourage you to form a strong diaspora association 

through which we can channel most of your needs and help you find the right opportunities 

in Kenya. We have various financial initiatives and various institutions that would like to 

partner with you within a strong diaspora association but to date you have not given us a 

way forward. The ball is in your court. 

On 22-26th June 2014 the mission in conjunction with the Botswana Investment and 

Trade Corporation (BITC) will host the Kenya/Botswana Trade and Investment Forum which 

will bring together Kenyan companies, horticulture, tea, coffee, tourism and the hospitality 

sector. We are confident that this will further boost our bilateral relations and create 

investment and trade opportunities for Kenya as we seek to expand opportunities for our 

people into the SADC region. 

In September Botswana will be hosting the Joint Permanent Commission and we are 

working to ensure that we sign various Memorandas of understanding with our host 

government which will further promote our level of cooperation. In this regard I want to 

assure those who raised various concerns during the meeting with H.E. the president, that 

those issues will be addressed during the JPCC. Once again I wish to appeal to you to 

consider creating that association through which your concerns can be raised otherwise 

they remain individual concerns. 

Finally I want to thank you individually and collectively for the support that you have given 

to me and my team since I arrived last year. I urge you to continue to be Kenya`s greatest 

asset as our Ambassadors in Botswana 

Asante 

Kealeboga 

 


